


Orphans’ Heroes (OH) helps children who are currently
orphaned by empowering them with the tools necessary

to succeed in life — shelter, education, nutrition,
nurturing, and medical assistance — and become

agents of  change within their communities.

OH also addresses preventative measures to stop the 
progression of  more vulnerable children becoming orphaned 

such as providing clean water, health care, education, and
 micro loans to impoverished families. We aim to help 
families keep children in the home and off  the streets, 

or from becoming victims of  child trafficking.

Our vision is to empower children of  this generation to
 become productive citizens and in doing so they will become 
the driving force to make significant changes within their own 

communities. All the necessary support systems need to be 
in place; however, at the root of  this change is education and 
instilling a belief  in this generation that they in fact have the 

ability, knowledge, and power to effect change for their
 people. Orphans’ Heroes seeks to shift the undercurrent

 of  relying on outside sources to self-reliance.

Mission

Vision
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What makes a child an orphan?

The story behind how a child comes to lose his 
parents or how a parent chooses to place a child 
in an orphanage or sell her into slavery came to 
the forefront of  our work in 2010. As part of  the OH 
Freedom Project, I traveled to various villages to talk 
with families to understand the nature of  the challenges 
they face. There are many factors that decide the fate of  a child’s life –– illness 
from water born diseases, lack of  education, malaria, no access to healthcare, a belief  in evil spirits 
and witchcraft, hopelessness, etc. –– but it was clearly conveyed by those interviewed that 
the root problem is poverty.

Through our research, it became apparent that many children were vulnerable and on the brink of  
becoming orphaned, or sold into slavery. One illness could change a child’s fate. One more day of  
hopelessness and hunger might prompt a parent to sell a child into slavery. Orphans’ Heroes began 
to shift its energy to focus on measures that would prevent more children from becoming a statistic.

We began to address some of  the underlying causes of  children becoming orphaned. With access to 
clean water and healthcare being a critical need to keep children and parents healthy and together 
in the home, we installed water pumps in Andokope and Segbedeme, Ghana and purchased health 
cards for children throughout the Hohoe, Ghana district.

Orphans’ Heroes also expanded its programming into Tanzania to support the efforts of  Grace Hand 
for Africa. We opened the Grace Hand Tailoring School, which provides vocational training for children 
rescued from trafficking, and is also a source of  income for the Grace Hand for Africa orphanage. 

Some of  the events of  2010 evoke a feeling of  deep sadness as I recollect the heartbreaking stories 
–– those very stories that became the catalyst for Orphans’ Heroes to shift some of  its priorities 
on preventative measures. However, I also recall with great joy the broad smiles of  people gathered 
around the new water pumps as crystal clear water spilled into their bowls. 

I also think back to a more recent conversation I had with 13 year-old Abigail who had just received 
an educational sponsorship from Orphans’ Heroes. Her sponsorship enabled Abigail to stop peddling 
“pure water” on the streets, and is giving her a choice to become more than a petty trader when
 she grows up. Through Skype over my computer speaker I heard her small voice say,
“Sister Jennifer, I love you.” 

To all the donors who give these children hope, thank you for your compassion, generosity, 
and continued support of  our work.

Warm regards,

Jennifer Millett-Barrett
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What we have done for ourselves alone dies 
with us; what we have done for others and the 
world remains and is immortal. – Albert Pike

I’m not typically one to think in concrete numbers, as 
I believe cause and effect often cannot be measured in 

numbers. Good intentions have a ripple effect, can change people’s lives across the globe, 
and the effect may not be seen for years. How does one truly measure the impact of  being 
on the other end of  the phone when needed, or hugs given to children from volunteers? 

The awareness raised by Orphans’ Heroes about poverty, disease, human trafficking, and 
the importance of  clean water, sanitation, and education has influenced and inspired 
people to get involved and take action. The result of  how this awareness affects everyone 
touched by Orphans’ Heroes is impossible to quantify. 

For the purposes of  this report, here is what I can put down into concrete facts. Since its 
inception only two years ago, Orphans’ Heroes has had a direct impact on the following:

• 20 students have learned to sew at the Grace Hand Tailoring School
in Mbeya, Tanzania.

• 215 children at Grace Hand for Africa orphanage are benefiting from goods sold
from the tailoring school.

• 25 children received instruction in the first Orphans’ Heroes sex education class
at the Hohoe Christian Orphans’ Home.

• 160 children are being educated at the Hohoe Orphanage and HCOH Town School.
• 787 children in the Hohoe District were given health cards enabling them access to 

care at the government hospital.
• 1,600 people are drinking clean water in Andokope and Segbedeme, Ghana.
• 289 gifts totaling $150, 099.51 were donated to Orphans’ Heroes in 2010

and made all of  the above possible.

The facts alone are impressive. However, it’s the countless hours of  compassion and 
dedication poured into the Orphans’ Heroes vision by its leader and contributors that send 
waves of  immeasurable positive and lasting change to the areas they serve. I am proud to 
be a member of  this board, and grateful to those who have supported our mission.

Sincerely,

Meg Barnes
Member of  the Board of  Trustees
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It’s been over three years now since Orphans’ Heroes President Jennifer Millett-Barrett and some early volunteers first met the children 
who attend the orphanage and town schools. We’ve witnessed tremendous growth over these years, both in the classroom and in how 
some of  the children are maturing into young adults.

Children who were just learning to say the alphabet three years ago are now writing full sentences and reading books. It is heartwarming 
and inspiring to see such great progress in the classroom. In the spirit of  providing a challenging and engaging educational experience 
for the children, a few students who have outgrown the curriculum at the orphanage schoolhouse were transitioned into 
private schools in town.

In 2010, Jennifer and Orphans’ Heroes volunteers focused on deepening their relationship with the children in Hohoe. They visited the 
orphanage several times throughout the year to provide consistent counseling to the children. A strong bond has developed between 
Orphans’ Heroes volunteers and the children of  Hohoe, and the children know that they are supported and loved.

Orphans’ Heroes concentrated on addressing the needs of  individual children to help them achieve success in life when it is time for them 
to leave the orphanage. With many of  the children entering adolescence, we felt it was important to address social and health issues to 
give them guidance during this stage of  their lives.

Our goal is always to focus on the best steps we can take to prepare the children for life beyond the orphanage walls. We aim to nurture, 
educate, and inspire the children of  Hohoe to become leaders and agents of  change in their community.

Photo: The orphanage property has been expanded with the addition of a library, two large dormitory buildings and a second bathhouse.
The children were especially happy to have a space dedicated to reading, and were grateful to volunteers for providing a wide selection of books.
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Toward the year’s end, and into 2011, Orphans’ Heroes prepared for and 
presented its first sex education class at the Hohoe Orphanage. Lead by 
Youth Pastor Hillary Barnard of  Dallas, TX, the class included many fun 
and interactive games to promote discussion. Children were eager for the 
knowledge, asked thoughtful questions, and actively participated in the 
exercises and discussions. At the end of  the class, the children openly 
thanked the teachers for empowering them with the knowledge about how 
boys’ and girls’ bodies are different, and for teaching them about significant 
issues like menstruation, pregnancy, birth control, prevention of  disease, 
hormones, and sexual responsibility.

In a country where 260,000 people are living with 
AIDS and the rate of  teenage pregnancy is high, 
education on proper health and sex practices is 
vital to adolescents in Ghana. The class at Hohoe 
Orphanage was a huge success and is the first of  
many to come from Orphans’ Heroes.

“I learnt today that I would not have sex with a boy or a man.
 Yesterday, I was afraid but today I am afraid a little bit.

 Thank you for helping me yesterday. I love you so much.
 May God bless you.”

 – Thank you note to teachers by a student who attended class
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As a follow-up to the lesson on women’s health, a group of  girls were taken for their first gynecological exam. They had blood drawn to 
test for sexually transmitted diseases, and then visited the doctor for an ultrasound and physical exam. The girls felt empowered by their 
experience. They were grateful for the knowledge about how their bodies work, what to anticipate as they mature, and how to
take care of  themselves.
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Millions of  people die each year, and thousands of  children are 
orphaned due to water-borne diseases such as typhoid, dysentery, 
polio, meningitis, hepatitis, and others. In fact, on World Water Day 
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon remarked, “More people die 
from unsafe water than from all forms of  violence, including war.” 

As part of  its effort to reduce disease, deaths, and numbers of  
children orphaned by water-borne diseases, Orphans’ Heroes 
initiated its campaign to bring clean water to villages in Ghana in 
2010. We installed water pumps in the villages of  Segbedeme and 
Andokope, and today over 1,600 people have access to clean water.
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Countless devastating stories have been told 
to the president of  Orphans’ Heroes over 
the last few years about loved ones lost to a 
curable illness. Many people in Ghana simply 
do not have access to healthcare, whether it 
be because they live in a remote village where 
there is no clinic, or they live near a hospital 
but cannot afford the few dollars it costs for a 
government issued health card.

A national health card costs 5 Ghana cedis –– 
the equivalent of  approximately $3.50. A heath 
card gives a person access to the government 
hospital to see a doctor and receive treatment.

In an effort to help keep vulnerable children 
healthy, Orphans’ Heroes purchased 787 
health cards for children in the Hohoe district. 
All of  the children in the villages of  Segbedeme 
and Akpatanu were given health cards, and 
some children from the village of  Kitikpa now 
have health insurance.

Photo: When I met the Keida family of 
Segbedeme this past summer, I discovered that of 
the six children, only one attended school, as the 
family could not afford to send all of the children 
to school. The youngest daughter was sick while I 
was there, and the family had no health insurance. 
Today, all six children have health insurance.

– Jennifer Millett-Barrett, 
President of  Orphans’ Heroes
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What do you sell when you do not have enough money for food, drinking 
water, or healthcare and have no prospects of  employment on the horizon? 
Many parents are faced with this dilemma and the answer for them is one 

they would not have envisioned: sell the only thing they have left – 
one of  their children. For if  they sell one child, then they may be 

able to feed the other children for some time. It is a feeling of  
hopelessness that prompts parents to make this unbearable 

decision, and poverty is at the root of  the problem.

The issue of  child slavery is very complex. Orphans’ Heroes 
launched the OH Freedom Project to explore some of  the 

underlying issues of  child slavery in Ghana. Orphans’ 
Heroes president, Jennifer Millett-Barrett, has conducted 

research in impoverished villages of  Ghana, and discussed 
with families some of  the challenges they face. She 

talked with family members who had made the 
decision to sell their children and held community 
meetings. Jennifer also interviewed social welfare 

officers and members of  the Anti-Trafficking 
Unit of  the Ghana Police force to understand the 

challenges they face in addressing 
the issue of  slavery.

Orphans’ Heroes will continue to work with 
government and private organizations that strive to 
rescue children from slavery. We will also continue 

to search for ways to address the underlying 
causes of  child trafficking to help stop the cycle of  

children being bought and used
 like a cheap commodity.

Photo: Orphans’ Heroes President Jennifer Millett-Barrett, volunteers,
 and the Assemblyman of Aveme Dra held a town meeting to interview

fishermen, women, and children about the challenges they face.
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On August 8, 2010, citizens of  Hohoe joined chiefs, queens, and elders of  three villages – Akpatanu, Segbedeme, and Kitikpa – and warmly welcomed
and honored six humanitarians for their service to the Hohoe, Ghana district. Those who were named as development chief  and queen mothers have 
contributed significantly to the efforts to build and maintain the Hohoe Christian Orphans’ Home and the HCOH Town School.

The philanthropists who were honored were Steve Carrico of  Greeley, CO, Colleen Carrico of  Greeley, CO, Jennifer Millett-Barrett, President
of  Orphans’ Heroes, Orphans’ Heroes Board Member Adriana Doyle of  Ottawa, Canada, Carly Allen-Martin of  Dallas, TX, and Lindy Adam of  Sydney, Australia.
 
The coronation included a naming ceremony whereby each person was given an Ewe name and assigned to an area village in need
where they will expand their service to the citizens of  Hohoe district. Orphans’ Heroes President Jennifer Millett-Barrett has been assigned to
work with Akpatanu, a village familiar to her, as she conducted a meeting with the villagers in May of  2010 as part of  the OH Freedom Project.
 
The new queen mothers and chief  were entertained by dancing, drumming, and a brass band throughout the afternoon. A highlight of  the day
was a special performance of  ritualistic warrior dances by the Heroos Group. The ceremony closed with a fabulous performance
of  “Cinderella” by some of  the children at the Hohoe Christian Orphans’ Home.
 
All of  the new queen mothers and chief  would like to extend a warm thank you to the citizens of  each village and the children from the orphanage 
who prepared for and organized the coronation. We are all grateful for the honor and that so many people came out to celebrate on our behalf.

Photo below (L-R): Carly Allen-Martin, Colleen Carrico, Steve Carrico, Sarah Wormann (standing in for Lindy Adam),
and Orphans’ Heroes President Jennifer Millett-Barrett
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Grace Hand for Africa is a non-profit organization with the primary objective to eradicate 
poverty in the Mbeya region of  Tanzania through projects that improve peoples’ lives 
economically, socially, and spiritually through education, healthcare, and trade projects.
Grace Hand’s key target groups are orphans, vulnerable and abused children, and victims
of  child trafficking.

Orphans’ Heroes was pleased to partner with Rev. Ernest A. Nguvila and Grace Hand for Africa 
in creating Grace Tailoring School. The school is an income-generating project that supports 
215 children who reside at the orphanage and provides a trade for some of  the children. To 
date, 20 children have enrolled in the tailoring school since its inception in July of  2010.
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Visionary: over $15,000

Angel: $10,000-$14,999

Humanitarian: $5,000-$9,999

Donor Tribute

Guardian: $3,000-$4,999

Benefactor: $1,000-$2,999
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Our leadership donors set an example of  philanthropy. We cannot 
express enough gratitude for the unparalleled generosity of  these 
contributors.

Carrico Family Foundation, 
   Colleen and Steve Carrico

Anonymous

Ferman Family Charitable Foundation, 
   Miriam and Seth Ferman
Highland Park United Methodist Church
Linda and Wayne Lindholm
Jennifer Millett-Barrett and Bill Barrett
Patricia and Kent Mills
Debbie and Rick Stoddard

Special Thanks to Colleen and Steve Carrico
of the Carrico Family Foundation

In 2009, Colleen and Steve embraced the children of  Hohoe, Ghana 
in a big way by donating the funds to completely rebuild the

 HCOH Town School. In 2010, the Carricos further demonstrated 
their commitment to the children of  Hohoe by making another 

significant contribution to Orphans’ Heroes to build the boys’ and 
girls’ dormitory houses at the Hohoe Christian Orphans’ Home,

 as well as a bathhouse for the girls. The Carricos were also 
instrumental in securing the funds, and donating funds

 themselves, to build the water pump in Andokope, Ghana.

Colleen and Steve were honored, along with four other
 humanitarians this past August in a ceremony that recognized
 them as a development queen and king of  the Hohoe District. 

 (Please see the article on page 20 for further details.)

Many thanks to Colleen and Steve for their
 generosity and dedication to the children of  Hohoe.

Carly Allen-Martin and Blake Martin
Kim and John Barrett

Hillary Barnard
Kelly and Scott Drablos
Fisher Elementary School
GAMCO Investors, Inc.
Roxanne and Joel Harmon
Susan and Robert Majerus
Rippowam Cisqua School
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Sponsors

Volunteer Appreciation

Special Recognition

Sponsors provide consistent monthly funding throughout the year, which enables children to 
attend school as either day or boarding students. Our deepest thanks goes to every sponsor 
who recognizes the importance of  providing stability to the children and the institutions 
we work with in Ghana.

Carly Allen-Martin
   and Blake Martin
Doug Andersen and Rachel Milne
Carole and Vincent Baldassano
Hillary Barnard
Kelsey Barnard
Laura and Henry Barnard
Beverly Barnett
Colleen and Steve Carrico

Volunteers are critical to every non-profit 
organization. They bring into the fold their 
ideas, talents, compassion, and desire to serve 
and uplift the cause. To all those who have 
touched the lives of  children through Orphans’ 
Heroes’ work by volunteering in-country, or 
through administrative assistance, we extend 
our deepest gratitude for your service.

Orphans’ Heroes would like to extend a 
special thank you to Hillary Barnard. Her 

service to the organization has come in 
many forms –– as sponsor and donor, as a 

talented graphic designer, and as a teacher 
and mentor to the children in Ghana. 

Hillary was instrumental in planning and 
presenting the sex education class, which 

was a huge success and was very much 
appreciated by the children who attended.

Hope Catterton
Linda Catterton
Jessica and Phillip Dieke
Katie Drablos
Samantha Ellinwood
Kate and Bill Frye
Silvana Guglietti
Shelley and Ron Hansen
Caroline and Mark Hyde

Nancy and Andrew Kirby
Kim and Jeff  McAdams
Laurie and Wesley Millett
Rebecca Zarin Pass
The Stoddard Family
Fran and Mark Vaughn
Matt Vaughn
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Circle of Friends

We feel blessed by the Circle of  Friends who supported our efforts throughout the year. We are 
truly fortunate to have such compassionate and thoughtful friends who make our mission to 
care for orphaned and vulnerable children possible.

Amber Abernethie
Alexandria and 
  Michael Altman
Christie Aranow
Paula and Jon Ball
Alexandra Barnet
Melissa Berryman
Aileen Blake
Jenn and Tom Blake
Vicki Blumberg
Leslie and James Boschen
Marlene Canapi
Rebecca Clifton
Kristine Cornils
Marie and Ronald Crispi
Tracy Cullen
Ana Curry
Jennifer Dieke
Adriana and Kevin Doyle
Craig Drablos
Nancy Edwards
Samantha Ellinwood
Laura Ann Elpers
Michael Ernst
Mark Farrell
Alyssa and Eric Faulkner
John and Diana Finnegan
Lisa Finnegan and 
  Farhad Abdolian
Fisher Elementary School
Barbara and Tom Flaherty
Kate and Bill Frye
Joseph Gallo
GAMCO Investors, Inc.
Sheenah Gill

GoodSearch
Carlie Gotlieb
Jeffrey Gruder
Linda Halm
Kim Hayes
Sharon Hazelleaf
Lorraine Hoyt
Ithaca College
Christopher Jarosz
Cissy Jones
Gayle Jones
Christine and Ronald Kaitz
Jill Kaufman
Terry and Kitty Kelly
Rosemarie Kent
Cheryl Lafon
Diane and Robert LaPointe
Yishane Lee
Wayne Lindholm
Los Gatos Rowing Club
Kerry and Lance Losapio
Timothy and Loriann Low
Mary and Jim Lucci
Susan and Robert Majerus
Kim and Jeff  McAdams
Erin McCormick
Mary and Joe McElyea
Laurie and Wesley Millett
Mission Fish
Barbara and Peter Mitchell
Eleanor Moffett
Susan J. Moore
Mt. Pisgah United 
  Methodist Church
Anna Nathan

Jennifer and 
   Matthew Nespole
Network for Good
Kerry O’Rourke
Terry Oswalt
Regan Owen
A. Passer
Susan Piercey
Veronique and 
   Robert Pittman
John Porges
Diane and Donald Porter
Beth and Scott Powell
Scott Rettimer
Rippowam Cisqua School
Paul Rose
Rotary Club of  Pleasantville
Peter Saltarelli
Shannan and Joe Sanchez
Todd Shapera
Alice Shepherd
Bernadette Shepherd
Joanna Silver
Dawn and Brett Smith
Tracy Stanley
Rosalyn Stoller
Donna Strong
Tarrytown United 
   Methodist Church
Nicholas Taylor
James Traweek
Angela and Darin Waller
Keyea Webster
Annie and Bob Whelan
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childcare, education, and healthcare
 at HCOH, water pumps in Segbedeme 

and Andokope, health cards for
children in Hohoe district.

See Statement of Supporting Activities/
Functional Expenses for detailed breakdown.

89.5%

10.5%

Program
Services

Supporting Activities/
Functional Expenses
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Consolidated Statement of Financial Position

Statement of Supporting Activities/Functional Expenses

At Orphans’ Heroes our pledge is to maintain effective outreach by being good stewards of  the 
funds entrusted to us. Contributions to Orphans’ Heroes are tax deductible as allowed by law.

Support and Revenue

Restricted     
Unrestricted 
HCOH Sponsorship 
In-Kind Donations

Total Assets 

Expenses

Program Services 

Supporting Activities/Functional Expenses

Program Services
In-kind donations to HCOH
Hohoe Christian Orphans’ Home & HCOH Town School
Sponsorship at HCOH
Other Sponsorship
Water Pumps in Andokope & Segbedeme
Health Cards
OH Freedom Project
Grace Hand for Africa

Supporting Activities
Web & Telecom
Wiring Fees
Office Supplies/Computer
USPS/Mailing 
Independent Contractors in Ghana
Travel
Administrative

Total Expenses

 

$115,325.21
$21,400.16
$9,952.50
$3,421.64

$150,099.51 

$132,086.28

$15,563.47

$3,637.81
$88,285.97

$9952.50
$1,260

$22,500
$2,770
$1,316
$2,364

$3,732
$2,004.38
$1260.45
$802.64
$1,900
$5,329

$535

$15,563.47
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Jennifer Millett-Barrett, President

Meg Barnes, Director

Bill Barrett, Director

Adriana Doyle, Director

Brandon Millett, Director

Our donors are extremely important to the life
of  our organization and we make every effort
 to insure accuracy in reporting their names.

 If  we have made an error of  any kind, 
please accept our sincere apology and bring

 it to our attention so that we may
 correct our records. Please email Jennifer
 Millett-Barrett at jen@orphansheroes.org

 with any corrections.
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P.O. Box 333
Bedford Hills, NY 10507
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www.orphansheroes.org
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